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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 February 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)£3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Attach ment(s) 

1) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) |3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 02/21/2002 . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 01072007 



Application/Control Number: 10/081,615 



Art Unit: 2623 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 02/21/02 has been 
considered by the examiner. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 19, line 4, "suer" should be changed to -user- 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office; action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



section 122(b), by 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under; 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nelson (US 5,710,605). 

Considering claim 1, Nelson discloses a remote control device (see 10 in figure 
1) comprising: 

receiver means (modem — column 1 , line 65 - column 2, line 2 and column 5, 
lines 14-17) for receiving information on programs (electrical signals representing 
television program schedule items 14 in figure 1— column 5, lines 19-24 and column 7, 
lines 53-55) transmitted through a transmission line (telephone line); 

display means (see 20 in figure 1 and column 5, lines 34-45) for displaying 
tabulated program information received by said receiver means; 

program reserve information demanding means (processor 110 through radio 
receiver 122 transmits control signals — column 7, lines 14-22) transferring through the 
transmission line (said telephone line) a command of demanding program reserve 
information corresponding to desired program information among the tabulated 
program information displayed on said display; and 

control signal generator means (processor) for generating a control signal to 
control an electronic device in response to the program reserve information demanded 
by said program reserve information demanding means and received at said receiver 
through the transmission line (column 6, lines 58-64). 
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As for claims 2, 10 and 18, Nelson discloses that said program! reserve 
information (television program schedule items 14 in figure 1) contains a start time of a 
desired program designated by a user (column 5, lines 14-24). 



With regards to claim 3, Nelson discloses that said control signal is a remote 
control command for a reception channel of a desired program designated by a user 
(column 6, lines 11-14 and column 6, line 58 - column 7, line 13). 



Regarding claim 4, Nelson discloses a converter means (infrared transmitter 
circuit 120) responsive to said program reserve information (television program 
schedule items 14 in figure 1) in receipt to convert it into a remote control signal 
acceptable for a receiver owned by a user (column 6, line 65 - column 7, line 13). 



Considering claim 5, Nelson discloses a register means (transmitter circuit 120) 
responsive to said program reserve information (television program schedule items 14 
in figure 1) in receipt to register information on electronic devices owned by a user 
(column 6, line 65 - column 7, line 13). 



As for claims 6, 12 and 20, Nelson discloses that said remote control signal 
generator includes: 
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storage means (memory) for previously storing control signals corresponding to 
different kinds of electronic devices of different manufacturers (the disclosed Universal 
remote control, column 4, lines 61-65, stores function control signals— column 47-52); 
and 

transfer means responsive to said program reserve information (television 
program schedule items 14 in figure 1) received at said receiver means to sequentially 
transfer remote control signals corresponding to said different kinds of electronic 
devices of different manufacturers from said storage means (the disclosed Universal 
remote control, column 4, lines 61-65, does carry out the steps mentioned above. By 
definition, a universal remote control is a remote control that can be programmed to 
operate various brands of one or more types of consumer electronic devices). 

With regards to claims 7, 13, 15, 21 and 23, Nelson discloses that said electronic 
device is a receiver for receiving said programs (television receivers-column 5, lines 5- 
1 1 and column 6, line 65 - column 7, line 13). 

Regarding claims 8, 14, 16, 22 and 24, Nelson discloses that said electronic 
device is a recorder for recording the reserved program (video cassette recorder- 
column 6, line 65 - column 7, line 13). 
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Considering claims 9 and 17, Nelson discloses a transmitter/receiver device 
(satellite antenna — column 7, line 22) comprising; 

transmitter means for transmitting tabulated program information in response to a 
user's demand transmitted from a transmission line (said transmitter/receiver satellite 
antenna is responsive to user's control signals transmitted via free space — column 7, 
lines 14-22); and 

receiver means for receiving through the transmission line a demand for program 
reserve information corresponding to desired program information designated by a 
user among the tabulated program information, said transmitter means transmitting the 
demanded program reserve information in response to the demand for the program 
reserve information received by said receiver means (said transmitter/receiver satellite 
antenna receives user's control signals transmitted via free space and in response 
transmits the requested data — column 6, line 65 - column 7, line 22). 

As for claims 1 1 and 19, Nelson discloses that the transmitter/receiver device 
according to claim 9 wherein said receiver means receives an identifier of an electronic 
device owned by a user, which is transmitted through the transmission line, said 
transmitter means being responsive to said identifier of the electronic device owned by 
the user to convert said program reserve information into a remote cbntrol signal 
corresponding to the electronic device owned by the user and to transmit same (said 
identifier is inherently disclosed to carry out the function above since the 
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communication is via free space and the satellite antenna needs to identify pin point 
each user electronic device for communication). 

Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harun M. Yimam whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7260. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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